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During the  midd le  ages "Rangiatorem", or  r a n g e r s ,  served the  
E n g l i s h  King in h i s  f o r e s t  d i s t r i c t s .  For e x a m p l e  in 1371  
Henry Dolyng was a  ranger of t he  New F o r e s t  and Thomas of Croydon 
was a  r a n g e r  in Waltham. Those l o n g  ago r a n g e r s  a p p a r e n t l y  
p ro tec ted  the  d e e r  from poachers ,  hunted wolves, and discouraged 
band i t s  from prey ing  upon the  f o r e s t  hamle t s .  

From the  very  beginning of the  Engl i sh  s e t t l e m e n t s  in North 
Amer i c a ,  problems were encountered i n  defending a g a i n s t  Indian 
a t t a c k s .  I n i t i a l l y ,  t h e  c o l o n i e s  t r i e d  s t a t i o n i n g  s m a l l ,  
immobile g a r r i s o n s  in t i n y  f o r t s  l oca t ed  on the major avenues of 
approach in to  t he  s e t t l e d  a r ea s .  However, the  Ind ians  q u i e t l y  
bypassed the  f o r t s ,  raided the  s e t t l e m e n t s ,  and withdrew be fo re  
the m i l i t i a  could  muster and c o u n t e r a t t a c k .  I t  was recognized 
very e a r l y  t h a t  each  colony needed "a runninge armye c o n t i n u a l l y  
a  foote" t o  d i s c o v e r  the  Ind i ans '  approach and g i v e  the m i l i t i a  
t ime t o  assemble and march. 

During t h a t  per iod the  word "range" i n  the Eng l i sh  language 
was used t o  d e s c r i b e  the movement of s o l d i e r s  when they p a t r o l l e d  
an a r ea .  T h u s ,  s o l d i e r s  who ranged were c a l l e d  r ange r s .  In 1634 
and 1635  Edward B a c k l e r  was h i r e d  a s  a  " r a i n g e r "  f o r  Kent 
I s l a n d ,  a  V i r g i n i a  p l a n t a t i o n  i n  t h e  upper Chesapeake  Bay 
(presen t  Maryland). His apparent  du ty  was t o  g ive  warning of t he  
approach of Ind i ans  who had been h a r r a s s i n g  the s e t t l e m e n t .  The 
p r i v a t e  use of s m a l l  p a r t i e s  of m i l i t a r y  rangers  by Vi rg in ia  and 
Maryland p l a n t a t i o n  owners was probably  common by the  l a t e  1630s. 

In 1648  t h e  government  of Maryland was u s i n g  r a n g e r s  t o  
p a t r o l  i t s  f r o n t i e r .  Range r s  were , t h e  s t a n d a r d  s y s t e m  of  
Maryland's f r o n t i e r  defense from 1665 t o  1705. They gave e a r l y  
warning of the  movement o r  warpart  i e s  and a t t acked  them when 
poss ib l e .  The government of V i rg in i a  began employing rangers  on 
a  r e g u l a r  b a s i s  i n  1676 and cont inued t h e i r  almost un in t e r rup t ed  
use u n t i l  1717. The two c o l o n i e s  s o m e t i m e s  c o o r d i n a t e d  t h e  
o p e r a t i o n s  of t h e i r  u n i t s .  V i rg in i a  cont inued t o  employ r ange r s  
i n t e r m i t t e n t l y  u n t i l  t h e  end of t h e  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y .  The 
o the r  sou the rn  c o l o n i e s  soon adopted and continued t o  use r ange r s  
du r ing  those  p e r i o d s  when Indian r a i d s  appeared l i k e l y .  

The no r the rn  c o l o n i e s  a l s o  began us ing  rangers  fo r  defense  
a g a i n s t  Ind ians  d u r i n g  the seven teen th  cen tury .  In 1670 the  



c o l o n y  o f  P l y m o u t h  ( p a r t  o f  modern  M a s s a c h u s e t t s )  m a i n t a i n e d  a  
u n i t  under  Thomas Wil le t .  D u r i n g  K i n g  P h i l l i p ' s  War ( 1 6 7 5 - 7 6 )  
P l y m o u t h  and M a s s a c h u s e t t s  r a i s e d  and m a i n t a i n e d  r a n g e r s  f o r  b o t h  
d e f e n s i v e  and o f f e n s i v e  p u r p o s e s .  P a r t i e s  o f  men ranged  n e a r  
t h e  s e t t l e m e n t s ,  on  t h e  l o o k o u t  f o r  t h e  a p p r o a c h  o f  I n d i a n  
w a r p a r t i e s .  O t h e r  s e t t l e r s  and F r i e n d l y  I n d i a n s  w e r e  o r g a n i z e d  
i n t o  i n d e p e n d e n t  r a n g i n g  c o m p a n i e s ,  s u c h  a s  t h e  o n e  commanded by 
B e n j a m i n  C h u r c h .  The  i n d e p e n d e n t  c o m p a n i e s  became  v e r y  e f f i c i e n t  
a t  r a i d i n g  and a m b u s h i n g  t h e  h o s t i l e  I n d i a n s  i n  t h e i r  own l a n d s .  
Mos t  o f  t h e  o t h e r  N o r t h e r n  c o l o n i e s  f o l l o w e d  t h e  e x a m p l e  o f  
P l y m o u t h  and  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  a n d  u s e d  r a n g e r s  t o  p r o t e c t  t h e i r  
f r o n t i e r s  d u r i n g  much o f  t h e  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y .  

Nova  S c o t i a ,  N e w  Y o r k ,  a n d  G e o r g i a  r a n g e r s  w e r e  a c t i v e  
d u r i n g  t h e  War  o f  J e n k i n s  E a r - K i n g  G e o r g e ' s  War  ( 1 7 3 9 - 4 8 ) ,  
f i g h t i n g  t h e  F r e n c h  and  t h e  S p a n i s h  a n d  t h e i r  I n d i a n  a l l i e s .  
D u r i n g  t h e  F r e n c h  and  I n d i a n  War (1754-63)  r a n g e r s  c a r r i e d  t h e  
b u r d e n  o f  r e c o n n o i t e r i n g ,  r a i d  i n g ,  and a m b u s h i n g  f o r  t h e  B r i t i s h  
Army i n  N o r t h  A m e r i c a .  Amer i c a n  r a n g e r s  i n  B r i t i s h  s e r v i c e  
f o u g h t  and d i e d  f r o m  Canada  t o  Cuba. The B r i t i s h  Army t r i e d  t o  
i m i t a t e  and r e p l a c e  them w i t h  r e g u l a r  l i g h t  i n f a n t r y  r e g i m e n t s ,  
b u t  t h e  p r o j e c t  w a s  n o t  c o m p l e t e l y  s u c c e s s f u l .  M o s t  o f  t h e  
c o l o n i e s  a l s o  e m p l o y e d  r a n g e r s  t o  p r o t e c t  t h e i r  f r o n t i e r s  f rom 
I n d i a n  r a i d s .  

The m o s t  f a m o u s  and s u c c e s s f u l  r a n g e r  o f  t h e  c o l o n i a l  p e r i o d  
was R o b e r t  R o g e r s ,  commander o f  s e v e r a l  c o m p a n i e s  i n  B r i t i s h  pay  
d u r i n g  t h e  F r e n c h  and  I n d i a n  War. His e x p l o i t s  i n  b a t t l e  on t h e  
n o r t h e r n  f r o n t i e r  a r e  l e g e n d .  He a l s o  c o n d u c t e d  a  r a n g e r  
t r a i n i n g  c o u r s e  ( f o r  B r i t i s h  Army o f f i c e r s )  and w r o t e  a  d e t a i l e d  
set  o f  R u l e s  F o r  The  R a n g i n g  S e r v i c e ,  w h i c h  a r e  a p p l i c a b l e  t o d a y .  
N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  h e  d r e w  on  g e n e r a t  i o n s  o f  r a n g i n g  e x p e r i e n c e ;  s o m e  
o f  h i s  R u l e s  m a y  h a v e  b e e n  b o r r o w e d  f r o m  t h e  " o l d  r a n g e r " ,  
B e n j a m i n  C h u r c h ,  who l i v e d  m o r e  t h a n  h a l f  a  c e n t u r y  e a r l i e r .  

D u r i n g  t h e  A m e r i c a n  R e v o l u t i o n  ( 1 7 7 5 - 8 4 )  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  
s t a t e s  and t h e  C o n t i n t e n t a l  g o v e r n m e n t  made w i d e s p r e a d  u s e  o f  
r a n g e r s .  The  f r o n t i e r  war w a s  b i t t e r  and h a r d  f o u g h t ;  t h e  B r i t i s h  
i n c i t e d  I n d  i a n  t r i b e s  a g a i n s t  t h e  A m e r i c a n  s e t t l e m e n t s .  
However ,  some o f  t h e  r a n g e r  c o m p a n i e s  became s o  e f f i c i e n t  t h a t  
I n d i a n  r a i d s  p r a c t i c a l l y  c e a s e d  i n  t h e i r  a r e a s  o f  o p e r a t i o n .  
The B r i t i s h  Army w a s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  a d e p t  i n  e m p l o y i n g  l o y a l i s t  
r a n g e r  u n i t s ,  l i k e  J o h n  B u t l e r ' s  C o r p s  o f  R a n g e r s ,  i n  r a i d i n g  and 
a m b u s h i n g  A m e r i c a n s  a l o n g  t h e  f r o n t i e r .  I n  s o m e  i n s t a n c e s  
A m e r i c a n  and B r i t i s h  r a n g e r s  e n g a g e d  o n e  a n o t h e r  i n  comba t .  

The  B r i t i s h  g o v e r n m e n t  a g a i n  i n c i t e d  I n d i a n  t r i b e s  a g a i n s t  
t h e  f r o n t i e r  d u r i n g  t h e  War o f  1 8 1 2  ( 1 8 1 2 - 1 8 1 5 ) .  S e v e r a l  
i n d e p e n d e n t  c o m p a n i e s  o f  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  R a n g e r s  were r a i s e d  f r o m  
among  t h e  f r o n t i e r  s e t t l e r s ,  a s  p a r t  o f  t h e  r e g u l a r  a r m y .  
T h r o u g h o u t  t h e  w a r  t h e y  p a t r o l l e d  t h e  f r o n t i e r  f r o m  O h i o  t o  
w e s t e r n  I l l i n o i s ,  o n  h o r s e b a c k  and by  b o a t .  They p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  
many  s k i r m i s h e s  a n d  b a t t l e s  w i t h  t h e  B r i t i s h  a n d  t h e i r  I n d i a n  
a l l i e s .  S e v e r a l  c o m p a n i e s  w e r e  a l s o  r a i s e d  by t h e  f r o n t i e r  s t a t e s  
( i n  t h e  p r e s e n t  M i d w e s t ) .  



The United S t a t e s  government and seve ra l  F r o n t i e r  s t a t e s  
cont inued to use rangers  as  p r o t e c t i o n  aga ins t  h o s t i l e  Ind ians .  
During 1832-33 t h e  Uni ted S t a t e s  A r m y  m a i n t a i n e d  a  600 man 
B a t t a l i o n  of Mounted Rangers on the p r a i r i e s  and p l a i n s  O F  t h e  
w e s t e r n  F r o n t i e r .  In 1835 Texas  began us ing  r a n g e r s  f o r  t h e  
defense  of i t s  f r o n t i e r .  Companies commanded by exper ienced men 
such a s  Jack Hayes were a  c o n s t a n t  danger t o  Ind ian  w a r p a r t i e s .  
Dur ing  t h e  War Wi th  Mexico (1846-48)  some Texas u n i t s  s e r v e d  
under the d i r e c t i o n  of the  United S t a t e s  Army.  

During the  s even teen th ,  e i g h t e e n t h ,  and n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r i e s  
r a n g e r s  were v o l u n t e e r s  who were  looked  upon a s  s p e c i a l i z e d ,  
e l i t e  s o l d i e r s .  They conducted the  types  of o p e r a t i o n s  t h a t  a r e  
s t  i l l  considered as  ranger s p e c i a l i t i e s :  ranging ( r e c o n n o i t e r i n g  
an a r e a  for i n fo rma t ion  or s ea rch ing  for  t a r g e t s  of o p p o r t u n i t y ) ;  
r a i d i n g ;  ambushing; a t t a c k i n g  ac ros s  unusual ly  d i f f i c u l t  t e r r a i n ;  
and spearheading a t t acks .  Ind ians  were commonly r e c r u i t e d  t o  
s e rve  as guides  and scouts  and as rangers .  During o p e r a t i o n s  
rangers  used t h e  b e s t  a v a i l a b l e  means of t r a n s p o r t a t i o n .  IF the  
c i r c u m s t a n c e s  p e r m i t t e d ,  t h e y  rode  h o r s e b a c k ;  h o w e v e r ,  t h e i r  
h o r s e s  were  used f o r  t r a n s p o r t a t  ion  o n l y .  They u s u a l l y  
dismounted and Fought on foo t .  They a l s o  used b o a t s  whenever 
p o s s i b l e .  Waterborne p a t r o l s  and amphibious r a i d s  were conducted 
by r ange r s  as e a r l y  as the  l a t e  seven teen th  :century .  Units  in 
New England somet imes conducted t h e i r  win te r  rang ing  o p e r a t  ions  
on snowshoes and i c e  ska t e s .  

The e a r l y  r a n g e r s  rece ived  l i t t l e  formal t r a i n i n g .  The most 
s u c c e s s f u l  u n i t s  were those  t h a t  were composed of men who were 
f a m i l i a r  w i t h  l i v i n g  and working in  the  f o r e s t s ,  on the  p r a i r i e s ,  
or on the  p l a i n s .  Such men were very independent and only good 
l e a d e r s  could s e c u r e  t h e i r  b e s t  performance. 

From t h e  1600s  u n t i l  t h e  end of  t h e  F r o n t i e r  in  t h e  l a t e  
1800s  i t  was a  t r a d i t i o n  t h a t  r a n g e r s  p r o v i d e d  t h e i r  own 
weapons, c l o t h i n g ,  equipment,  and horses .  In r e t u r n  they were 
pa id  h i g h e r  wages  than o t h e r  s o l d i e r s .  For e x a m p l e ,  a  Un i t ed  
S t a t e s  Ranger (1812-15) rece ived  one d o l l a r  per day ,  t r i p l e  t h e  
normal army pay. Rangers seldom wore s tandard un i forms;  however, 
the  i t  weapons and equipment were oEten s tandard w i t h i n  companies. 
T h e i r  f i * r e a r m s  were  n o r m a l l y  t h e  v e r y  b e s t  t h a t  cou ld  be 
purchased.  

Seve ra l  famous men served as  r ange r s  in the  e i g h t e e n t h  and 
n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r i e s .  For example ,  Dan ie l  Boone was a  Nor th  
Ca ro l ina  ranger  f o r  a  sho r t  t i m e ,  probably in 1759, s t a t i o n e d  a t  
For t  Waddell on t h e  forks  of t h e  Yadkin River. Three of h i s  sons 
commanded ranger  companies du r ing  t h e  War of 1812. Nathan Hale 
was commanding a  company i n  Thomas Knowlton 's  B a t t a l i o n  of  
C o n n e c t i c u t  R a n g e r s  d u r i n g  t h e  R e v o l u t i o n a r y  War when he 
vo lun teered  for t h e  spy mi s s ion  t h a t  led t o  h i s  execu t ion  by t h e  
B r i t i s h  on 22 September 1776. In I l l i n o i s ,  dur ing t h e  Black Hawk 
War of 1832, Abraham Lincoln was a  member of the  s t a t e  f r o n t i e r  
guard whose members were c a l l e d  rangers .  He se rved  in E l i j a h  



I l e s '  company d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d  29  May-16 J u n e  1 8 3 1 .  He p r o v i d e d  
h i s  own a r m s  and  h o r s e .  L i n c o l n  t h e n  r e i n l i s t e d  a s  a  r a n g e r  i n  
J a c o b  E a r l y ' s  c o m p a n y  and s e r v e d  f rom 2 0  J u n e  t o  1 0  J u l y  1 8 3 1 .  
He r a n g e d  i n  n o r t h w e s t e r n  I l l i n o i s  and s o u t h e r n  W i s c o n s i n ,  on 
t h e  l o o k o u t  f o r  h o s t i l e  I n d i a n s .  

I n  1 8 6 2 ,  d u r i n g  t h e  C i v i l  War ( 1 8 6 1 - 6 5 ) ,  t h e  C o n f e d e r a t e  
g o v e r n m e n t  a u t h o r i z e d  t h e  f o r m a t  ion  of P a r t  i s a n  R a n g e r  b a n d s  to  
r e c o n n o i t e r ,  r a i d ,  and  a m b u s h  b e h i n d  U n i o n  l i n e s .  U n i t s  w e r e  
o r g a n i z e d  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  S o u t h ,  and some p r o v i d e d  v e r y  e f f e c t i v e  
s e r v i c e .  I n  V i r g i n i a  John ( H a n s e )  McNeill's Company o f  P a r t  i s a n  
R a n g e r s  ( l a t e r  c o m m a n d e d  b y  h i s  s o n ,  J e s s e )  i n f l i c t e d  m a n y  
i n j u r i e s  upon t h e  Union Army, i n c l u d i n g  t h e  c a p t u r e  o f  two Union 
g e n e r a l s .  J o h n  Mosby ' s  4 3 r d  B a t t a l i o n  P a r t i s a n  R a n g e r s  was v e r y  
much F e a r e d  b y  U n i o n  s o l d i e r s .  He a n d  h i s  men h a r r a s s e d  t h e  
r e a r  a r e a s  o f  t h e  Union Army i n  V i r g i n i a  d u r i n g  much o f  t h e  w a r ,  
r a i d  i n g  e n c a m p m e n t s ,  c a p t u r i n g  men ( i n c l u d i n g  a  g e n e r a l ) ,  a n d  
d e s t r o y i n g  s u p p l i e s .  

The  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  Army made  o n l y  m i n o r  u s e  o f  r a n g e r  u n i t s  
a g a i n s t  t h e  C o n f e d e r a t e  Army. However ,  I n d i a n  u n r e s t  s o a r e d  i n  
t h e  west  d u r i n g  t h e  w a r .  M o s t  o f  t h e  f e d e r a l  t r o o p s  h a d  b e e n  
w i t h d r a w n  f rom t h e  f r o n t i e r ,  and s e v e r a l  o f  t h e  s t a t e s  f o r m e d  
r a n g e r  u n i t s  f o r  f r o n t i e r  d e f e n s e .  One o f  t h e  m o s t  a c t i v e  was  
t h e  F i r s t  R e g i m e n t  o f  Mounted R a n g e r s ,  a  M i n n e s o t a  u n i t  whose  
t w e l v e  c o m p a n i e s  r a n g e d  t h e  f r o n t i e r  and  h e l p e d  d e f e a t  t h e  S a n t e e  
S i o u x  d u r i n g  1 8 6 2 - 6 3 .  

A f t e r  t h e  C i v i l  War r a n g e r s  c o n t i n u e d  t o  g u a r d  t h e  T e x a s  
f r o n t i e r .  I n  1 8 8 1  t h e y  f o u g h t  t h e i r  l a s t  b a t t l e  w i t h  I n d i a n s ,  
a n d  t h e i r  p r i m a r y  m i s s i o n  c h a n g e d  f r o m  I n d i a n  d e f e n s e  t o  l a w  
e n f o r c e m e n t .  T e x a s  h a d  m a i n t a i n e d  m i l i t a r y  r a n g e r s  a l m o s t  
c o n t i n u o u s l y  f o r  h a l f  a  c e n t u r y .  Today t h e i r  d e c e n d e n t s  a r e  t h e  
m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  s m a l l  c o m p a n i e s  o f  r a n g e r s  who a r e  p a r t  o f  t h e  
T e x a s  S t a t e  P o l i c e .  

More t h a n  h a l f  a  c e n t u r y  p a s s e d  w i t h o u t  m i l i t a r y  r a n g e r  
u n i t s  i n  Amer i c a .  H o w e v e r ,  d  u r  i n g  W o r l d  War Two ( 1 9 4 2 - 4 5 )  s i x  
Ranger  I n f a n t r y  B a t t a l i o n s  were a c t i v a t e d  by  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  
Army. They w e r e  o r g a n i z e d  f rom v o l u n t e e r s  and were t r a i n e d  t o  
B r i t i s h  commando s t a n d a r d s .  The commandos  used t e c h n i q u e s  t h a t  
had b e e n  d e v e l o p e d  by r a n g e r s  i n  A m e r i c a  more t h a n  t w o  h u n d r e d  
y e a r s  b e f o r e .  The  l s t ,  3 r d ,  and 4 t h  Ranger  I n f a n t r y  B a t t a l i o n s  
F o u g h t  t h e  G e r m a n s  a n d  I t a l i a n s  i n  N o r t h  A f r i c a ,  S i c i l y ,  a n d  
I t a l y .  They b e g a n  t h e  t r a d i t i o n  o f  w e a r i n g  t h e  s c r o l l  s h o u l d e r  
s l e e v e  i n s i g n i a ,  w h i c h  h a s  b e e n  o E E i c i a l l y  a d o p t e d  f o r  t o d a y ' s  
r a n g e r  b a t t a l i o n s .  The  2nd a n d  5 t h  R a n g e r  I n f a n t r y  B a t t a l i o n s  
l a n d e d  a t  N o r m a n d y  a n d  f o u g h t  t h e i r  way a c r o s s  W e s t e r n  E u r o p e  
a g a i n s t  t h e  G e r m a n s .  The 6 t h  Ranger  I n f a n t r y  B a t t a l i o n  c o n d u c t e d  
r a n g e r  o p e r a t i o n s  i n  t h e  P h i l i p p i n e  I s l a n d s  a g a i n s t  t h e  J a p a n e s e .  

S e v e n t e e n  R a n g e r  I n f a n t r y  C o m p a n i e s  ( A i r b o r n e )  w e r e  
o r g a n i z e d  1 9 5 0 - 5 1 .  T h e y  were t r a i n e d  b y  t h e  R a n g e r  
T r a i n i n g  C:::::% a t  F o r t  B e n n i n g ,  G e o r g i a ,  a n d  some o f  t h e  
c o m p a n i e s  r e c e i v e d  m o u n t a i n  w a r f a r e  i n s t r u c t i o n  in  C o l o r a d o .  The  



T r a i n i n g  Command a t  F o r t  Benning ,  G e o r g i a ,  and some of  t h e  
companies rece ived  mountain war f a r e  i n s t r u c t i o n  i n  Colorado. The 
1st  t h r o u g h  t h e  5 th  and t h e  8 t h  Ranger I n f a n t r y  Companies 
experienced i n t e n s i v e  combat i n  the Korean War (1950-53). Rangers 
began using a  new element of t ranspor  t a t  ion- - the  parachute ;  a l l  
companies were a i r b o r n e  q u a l i f i e d .  The 2nd  and 4th Companies made 
a  combat parachute  a s s a u l t  i n  Korea. Because of the  World War 
Two and Korean War r a n g e r s '  o u t s t a n d i n g  r e p u t a t i o n s ,  t h e  t e r m  
I, ranger"  came t o  mean t h e  very  bes t  of s o l d i e r s .  

S i n c e  1951  t h e  Army I n f a n t r y  Schoo l  a t  F o r t  Benning ' h a s  
o p e r a t e d  a  v e r y  demanding Ranger Cour se  i n  which  v o l u n t e e r  
cand ida t e s  r e c e i v e  i n s t r u c t i o n  i n  ranger  ope ra t i ons .  The "Ranger 
School" was conducted i n i t i a l l y  by the  Ranger Department and now 
by t h e  Ranger T r a i n i n g  B r i g a d e .  The t r a i n i n g  i s  r e a l i s t i c ,  
s i rn i l a t ed  combat and is conducted over f o r e s t ,  swamp, mountain,  
and d e s e r t  t e r r a i n .  The s t u d e n t s  i n c l u d e  members of r a n g e r s  
u n i t s .  Other men a l s o  a t t e n d  t h e  s c h o o l  and r e t u r n  t o  t h e i r  
u n i t s  t o  p r o v i d e  a  c o r p s  of  r a n g e r  l e a d e r s h i p .  S u c c e s s f u l  
g r adua t e s  wear a  ranger  a r c  t a b  above t h e i r  un i t  shoulder  s l e e v e  
i n s i g n i a .  

In 1969, d u r i n g  the  Vietnam War (1962-73), f i f t e e n  a i rbo rne  
r a n g e r  compan ie s  w e r e  r a i s e d  under t h e  c o l o r s  of  t h e  75 th  
I n f a n t r y .  T h e  7 5 t h  was t h e  d e c e n d e n t  of  t h e  5307 th  Composi te  
Uni t  ( M e r r i l l s '  M a r a u d e r s ) ,  a  r e g i m e n t a l  s i z e  long r a n g e  
p e n e t r a t i o n  u n i t  t h a t  served i n  the j ung le s  of Burma dur ing  World 
War I .  Companies  C t h rough  I  and K t h rough  P ,  7 5 t h  I n f a n t r y  
(Ranger) fought i n  Vietnam w i t h  t h e  pr imary miss ion of  long range 
p a t r o l l i n g  i n  enemy areas .  The companies assumed t h e  a s s e t s  of 
the  long range p a t r o l  u n i t s ,  some of which had been ex i s t ence  i n  
Vietnam s i n c e  1967. They served u n t i l  t h e  withdraw1 of American 
t r o o p s .  An I n d i a n a  N a t i o n a l  Guard u n i t ,  Co D ,  1 5 1 s t  I n f a n t r y  
(Ranger),  a l s o  ex per  ienced combat i n  Vietnam. 

Companies A and B, 75th I n f a n t r y  (Ranger) had remained on 
d u t y  i n  t h e  United S t a t e s .  In 1974 t h e y  were rep laced  by the 1 s t  
and 2 n d  B a t t a l i o n s ,  75th I n f a n t r y  (Ranger) which gave the Army a  
s t ronge r  c a p a b i l i t y  i n  ranger o p e r a t i o n s .  During 1984 the  3rd 
B a t t a l i o n  was a l s o  o r g a n i z e d .  A l l  t h r e e  b a t t a l i o n s  were t h e n  
placed under t h e  command of a  new ranger  headqua r t e r s ,  the 75th 
Ranger Regiment. Ranger b a t t a l i o n s  conducted combat parachute 
a s s a u l t s  on Grenada ( 1983) and Panama (1989). Today, t h e  men of 
t h e  Ranger Reg imen t  a r e  t a s k e d  w i t h  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  
m i s s i o n s  s i m i l a r  t o  t h o s e  t h a t  we re  u n d e r t a k e n  by t h e i r  
g r a n d f a t h e r s  du r ing  t h e  past  t h r e e  and a  ha l f  c e n t u r i e s .  Ranger 
weapons and means of  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  have changed cons ide rab ly ;  
however, t h e  b a s i c  n a t u r e  of t h e i r  o  e r a t i o n s  remain the same. 
I f  an e x p e r i e n c e d  r a n g e r  from one O F  Robe r t  Roge r s '  companies  
r e t u r n e d  and j o i n e d  a  modern r a n g e r  company h e  would p r o b a b l y  
f e e l  r i g h t  a t  home a f t e r  a  F e w  weapons c l a s s e s .  However, i t  
might t a k e  a  w h i l e  be fore  h e  would grow accustomed t o  parachute 
and h e l i c o p t e r  a s s a u l t s .  
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